The conditions of public health of the city during the year were not so satisfactory as they should have been. Smallpox which was prevailing at the end of the preceding year assumed an epidemic form at the commencemQnt of the year and the epidemic lasted till the middle of May. This epidemic was soon 'ollowed by an epidemic of enteric fever which continued till the end of the year, although the number of cases showed a decline from the month of October. .
The deaths from diseases of the respiratory system numbered 13,584, being 2,343 more than in 1937 and 3,710 more than the average of the last ten years 
